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‘* EXAMINE YOURSELVES, WHETHER YE BE INTHE FAITH 3; PROVE YOUR OWN SeLves.”—P aul 
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Reply to Observer's 7th Nox some orders of intelligent creatures.”” Now as 


On whatour rejoiner has sgid upon exem- 
plary punishment but little need be said. Eve- 
ry reader cannot but perceive the black shade 
which his yiews spread over the character of 
Jehovah. Observer believes that God acts in 
two characters, but though he cenies that he 
acts ** as arevengelul judge,” yet his views at- 
tribute to Goda character equally forbidding. 


To support that Ged does act in two characters | 


and as a description of these two characters in 
which he acts, he applies the following to the 
unchangeable Jehovah. ‘+ Because I have cal- 
tedand ye refused, f have stretched out my 
hand and no man regarded.—!I also will langh 


at your calamity and mock when your fear co- | 


meth,’ Hic further adds, *“* This diiverent 
treatment is suited iv the cilerent states of pro- 
bation and retribution.” Reader what shall 
we think of this horrid painting ef the charac- 
ter of the Father of mercies ? At present Jeho- 
vah loves his creatures, desires their happi- 
ness and is mercifully engaged in-calling them 
to himself. But how short is his patience, 
how quick has all his tender mercies clean gone 
forever. His feelings and conduct are imme- 
diately changed toward those who were once 
the objects of his compassion and love, and he 
now laughs at their calamity and mocks at their 
fear! He now compares witha kind parent, 
but hé@soon will compare with the murderous 
savage of war laughing and mocking around his 
tortured victims. Can it be supposed that the 
infinite Lord of perfect goodness whose mind 
and willisimmutable, wid has given us such 
unequivocal demonstrations of his love, who 
cammended his love towards us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us, will ev- 
er be so completely changed in his feelings as 
to laugh at the calamity and mock at the fear 
of his creatures ? Let these ideas of God’s chan- 
ging in his feelings and conduct toward men, be 
compared with the following testimony, ‘‘ In 
whom (God) there is no vartableness, neither 
shadow of turning.”’ “* For | am the Lord, | 
change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed.’”? Our rejoiner thinks he is not con 

cerned to show how or on whom ‘* punish- 


ment in a state of eternal retribution operates 
as an example,” bat thinks it‘‘extremely proba- 
ble” that © it will operate as an example on 














‘the secrets of eternity” have not been ‘‘ dis- 
closed’’ to us we wish, if he has travelled in- 
to the invisible world, that he would give uz a 
more circumstantial account of these ‘* orders 
of intelligent creatures’ on whom he supposes 
this endless punishment ts te ‘* operate as an 
example ;” if not, we adopt his own language 
and enquire, ‘* Does he *know the situations 
and relations ofall orders of tatelligent crea- 
tures in another state ? Ifnot with what mod- 
esty does he” give out as‘‘extremely probable” 
doctrines the fruits of his own imagination ? 
Because we have stated that it was not temporal 
death with which Adam was threatened, ond 
becere it is written © dust thou art and unto 
dust shalt thou return,’’ Observer thinks we 
have assented to what we denied, But it is 
obvious that the reason assigned for Adam’s re- 
turn to the dust, was not that he had eaten the 
forbidden fruit, but because, ‘ out of it wast 
thou taken ; for dust thou art and unto dust 
shalt thou return.’’ Our statement concerning 
Adam, ** neither did he die an eternal death, 
and we have no preof that this was threatenec,” 
we think stands unaffected by any thing which 
has been advanced againstit. But let us consi- 
der fora moment the doctrine which Observer 
is endeavoring to supportin opposition to us. 
He argues that ‘* Jadgment to condemnation,” 
or eternal death, passed upon Adam and al! bis 
posterity for his first transgression. Again we 
find him remitting this ‘‘ judgment passed upon 
nil men’’ forthe sin of Adam, and predicates 
this eterna! death on the actual sins of those who 
suffer it. Again we find him deserting this po- 
sition and arguing that those who suffer this e- 
ternal death, do not suffer it for the sin of Ad- 
am, neither particularly for their own actual 
sins, but for rejecting the mediator. ‘* He (God) 
now corrects and offers salvation, he will then 
(in eternal retribution) punish them ‘or reject 
ing his gracious offers.” Now if all Observer 
has said be trae. it would take three eternities to 
punish men according to what strict justice de- 
mands—one for original sin, another for actaal 
sin, and a third ** for rejecting his gracious of- 
fers”? Becaase we stated that the first created 
pric * could not stand by their owa strength,” 
Opserver says *' If so, where the jastice of the 
curse pronounced upoa then? Must they be 
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punished for what they could not help? Let 
not such flagrant injustice be imputed to the 
Most High !” Before we defend our position, 
we wish Observer to cast in mind the great piro- 
priety of applying the above Janguage to his 
own theory. He strenuously argues that ‘jndgé 
ment passed upon all men’ for the sin ef ddam. 
Is this justice ? Dothe multitudes who are bern 
info the world, come under the judgment to 
condemnation tor the sin of their great progeni- 
tor committed thousands of years before they 
had being ? Observer supports that they do.— 
Could they help that sin? No. Now, ** Must 
they be punished for what they could not help ? 
Let not such flagrant injustice be attributed to 
the Most High!’ ‘The statement that the first 
created pair could not stand by their own 
strength we still think istenable. If they were 
immortal and independent of God, they could 
then stand by their own strength, but as they 
were not it is reasonable te suppose that a 
principle cause of their falling was by forsaking 
the Lord their strength and relying on their own 
strength and wisdom. We do not think it ne- 
cessary to dwell at length on the labors of Ob- 
server in his endeavor to show that judgment 
came upon all men for the sin of the first man, 
and that justification of life only ** implies the 
canselling cf that judgment.”” To us, his at- 
tempt to support the old proverb, ‘ the fathers 
have eatensour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge,”’ appears feeble: Espe- 
cially, when the prophet so plainly says, ‘* The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die. ‘The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall 


the father bear the iniquity of the son: the | 


righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon him.” ‘The doctrine that for Adam’s first 
sin jadgment came upon all men to condemna- 
tion, and that justification of life is only a deliy- 
erance from the judgment of this offence, is fan- 
ciful and fabulous in the extreme. There is 
one sentence which Observer has on this sub 

ject of a peculiar kind and meaning. ‘“ All 
have sinned in Adam their frepresentative, be. 
ing in his loins—They have derived a depra- 
ved nature from bim and as soon as they have 
become capable of moral action have actually 
sinned after the similitude of his transgression.” 
Could it have been the object of Observer in 
this sentence to have contradicted himself so 
palpably as he has: He states that *‘all have sin- 
ned in Adam,’ ’ and immediately adds, ‘‘as soon 
as they have become capable of moral action 
have actually sinned ;”’ So * all have sinned in 
Adam,” and still did not actually sin till ** as soon 
as they have become capable of moral action.” 
hie is the impost of his language ; but it is 














dificult for us to conceive how that ‘all have 
sinned in Adam” before they were capable of 
moral action, and also did not actually sin tll sas 
soon as they have become capable ef moral ac- 
tion.” Observer may find seme 4 fficulty in 
proving that men are capable of sinning before 
they are eapable of moral action ; He may also 
find equal difficulty in proving the justice and 
reasonableness of passing judgment to condem- 
nation upon all men for what transpired before 
they were capable of moral action and years and 
thousands of years before they had being. Un- 
til he provesall this, our position that ‘ death 
passed upon all men for that all bave sinned, 
not for that one bas sinned,’’ remains ubhsha 


ken. 





At a numerous and respectable meeting of U- 
niversalist ministers assembled in convocation at 
Clinton, Jaly 19, 1826—to adopt means of sup- 
porting the Universalist Convention of N. Y. in 
their laudable efforts to promote good order and 
discipline among the societies in fellowship 
with said convention ;—it was resolved 

That, Whereas the Western association of 
this state at their annual session, declined to 
send delegates to the above convention. We 
the Ministers comprising this convocation, do 
therefore recommend to the cifferent societies 
residing in the counties of Herkimer, Otsego 
and Montgomery, and such other societies as 
may deem proper, to meet at Eatons Bush, 
Herkimer co. on the second Wednesday of Oc- 
tober next, and organize a new association to be 
in fellowship with said convention: and we a)- 
so hereby recommend to the different associa- 
tions which may hold their annual meeting be- 
fore the ensuing anniversary of the Convention, 
to appoint delegates to attend ig next session 
at Utica. 

May 1827. 

As the Universalist Convention of N. Y. is in 
its infancy—its constitution uncompleted, unes- 
tablished and unadopted, and its objects and de- 
signs, perhaps, not fully known by many of our 
brethren, an enquiry into its objects and a re- 
flection upon the proper plan by which it should 
be managed, might be deemed necessary and 
important. The expediency of sustaining the 
convention, is argued from several considera- 
tions. The circumstances of the order appears 
to require it. When, in the section where the 
convention is located, the order of Universalist 
was small, the few preachers and few societies 
were retained in order and their co operation 
was preserved by the influence of their com- 
mon faith, their common tribulations and com- 
mon persecutions. ‘lhis same good order has 
been preserved during the®days of their pros- 
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perity till they have increased to a numerous 
and powerful body. ‘The present condition of 
the order, seems to require some rules and 
regulations which may preserve the happy in- 
fluence of the common faith among the multi- 
tude in their present ciscumstances, «hich has 
been preserved among the few in their circum- 
stances. If we understand the objects of the 
convention, it is not to bring in innovations bat 
to guard against them—not to set aside the wis- 
dom which has been a means of our prosperity 
in years which have passed, but to bring that 
wisdom to operate on our present circumstan- 
ces. To preserve the purity and continue the 
prosperity of the order, it appears absolutely 
necessary to retain in operation a strict and 
christian discipline whereby the ministay of the 
connexion, should, especially, be governed, To 
this object the attention of the convention ap- 
pears to be directed, And it would certainly 
be desirable as an order of professed christiaus, 
that though we woald forbid no one’s preaching, 
yet that no une should go out from us bearing the 
credentials of our fellowsiyp as a brother in the 
ministry, for whose character and talents we 
would not as a united body be accountable. A 
mode of proceeding to produce this good effect, 
is highly important, aad tahave this mode com- 
port with the liberty and ‘genius of the christian 
religion and our most holy faith, will be the 
great object of the convention in future delibe- 
rations. Ia acquiring this great object of our 
pursuit, against two dangers it is important to 
be guarded—1. Any measurea which may tend 
to produce an ecclesiastical power incompatible 
with the liberty wherewith Christ has set us 
free—and 2. A dissoluteness in discipline ten- 
ding to anarchy and disorganization. Either of 
these extremes are to be avoided as destructive 
evils. Either of them are poison which will 
paralyze the energies of the connexion and gaaw 
upon the vital principles of pure religion. loa 
endeavoring to escape the first of these evils, 
let us not be wrecked upen the latter. There 
is a middle course betwen these extremes, and 
this is the course which the convention desires 


to pursue. This medium is to be sought out & | 


hove up as an highway upon which the counex- 
ion should travel. The wisdom of the whole 
connexion should be had in exercise to point 
out and constitute for their pursuit this sure and 
safe way travelled by the Apostles of old. Let 
us find and march upon this tried road wet 
with the sweat aad adorned with the laurels of 
the first messengers of peace, and bear our or- 
der along to the glorious epoch of its destination 
in a united, peaceful and stable manner. The 
experience and judg nent of the whole brother- 
hood within the berders of the convention, 
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should be unitedly applied to these objects in 
view, And it appears to be the earnest recom- 
mendation of the convention to all the brethren 
of the different associations, te reflect with se- 
rioasness and deliberate and consult upon these 
objects of the convention, and to pursue such 
measures as toay tend to the best, most happy 
and prosperous effects. 
From the Gospel Herald. 
‘“*PROVE ALL THINGS ;” 

So says Paul ; and wisely adds, ‘* Hold fast 
that which is good.” ‘The party spoken of, 
however, must not hold fast the thing until it is 
proved to be good ! An excellent caution this. 
For who would hold fast that which is bad ? 
Who would not hold fast that which ts good ? 

Mankind are continually verifying the truth 
of the proposition, that all will hold fasi every 
thing they can get their hands on, which ap- 
pears good to the party ; whether it, in reality 
be good or ev'l.. It 1s amusing for a spectator 
of the bustle among mankind, for one who cao 
divest himselfa little of the ‘*mammon of un- 
righteousness, ’ to stand aloof from the turbu- 
leace and storm of interest and passion, and see 
the tugging of the tenants of the human mole- 
hill. ‘+ Hold fast”—** Hold fast”—~every man, 
woman, and child, whether Mussulman, Mus- 
sulwoman, or Mussul-child ; whether Calvinist, 
Arminian, Hopkinsian, Chinese, Hottentot, or 
Tartar ; whether he,she, or they be bdlack, 
white, gray, copper colored, or grisled ; 
whether rich or poor ; high or low: tall or 
short ; straight or crooked ; whether good na- 
tured or tractious ; all have learned this part 
of the apostle’s text—‘* Hold fast !” 

The human mind has marched to the extrem- 
ity of two words ; then halted; or, perchance 
‘** faced tothe right about;’’ and,like a host en- 
gaged in a marauding enterprise, having enter- 
ed into the enemy’s country, look sharp for 
opportunities to turn to the best advantage their 
means and efforts. 

There was nota farthing’s choice between 
Paul, the author of our text, and the rest of 
his compeers, when he was a pharisee ; and 
had only learneda part of the senteace, the 
whole of which he afterwird exulted ia, when 
the light of divine truta illumined his under- 
standing, and taught hin ,traer wisdom. 

** Prove all things,” The first and most im- 
portant concern is, to prove the things, and 
learn whether they are worth the trouble of 
holding fast. It is a fair presumption that all 





things, whatsoever, are not worth holding fast ; 
fro.n the consideration that no man’seiims are 
long enoughto grasp them; conseqten em \v 
have his arms full of evils, and therebyrexclade 
froin want of room, things which are good 
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Thus, some people have their arms or their 
heads full of orthodoxy ; strange notions and 
things, which clergymen have dressed up tn 
comely attire, and sold by the dollar and penny 
worth to the religious world of menkind. There 
ean be no barm in proving these things. This 
is the first step ; but strange as it may seem, 
the orthodox notions and whims are held fast, 
without attending to Paul's advice. The deal- 
ers in these things, which the people hold so 
fast, encourage them to hold on. They dis- 
countenance the proving of them ; asthe sel- 
ler of bad wares will object to a close scrutiny 
into the goodness of his artigles ; and probably 
from the same cause. 

There is, in our day,a wonderful improve- 
mont in the way of doing things, aud managing 
matters. Paul lived in an unfinished time, when 
matters and things were diff-rently managed, so 
that extra prudence and caution were necessa- 
ryat every step. Now the clegry attend to 
these ; and the laity have only ” a: hold fast” 
to such things as the clergy prove tor them. 
The clergy are 
course will attend to it, and release the people 
from all conceru and trouble. The people 
bave nothing to do but to ‘thold fast."’ In Paul's 
generation there were no people called cler- 
gymen, with great salaries ,to ‘prove all things.”’ 
No, The people had to attend to this duty 
themselves; and were (oo jealous of their rights 
to let others prove for them; and pay them 
dearly for it in the bargain. 

This strange conduct in m people appears 
sill more unaccountable, if we examine into 
the matter more closely, bes learn how they 
prove other things which they hold fast. They 
let the clergy prove for them all those things 
which concern, and relate to their eternal in- 
terests in another world. Those things, how- 
ever, which relate to the present world, of far 
less consequence, so their clergymen tell them, 
than the things of a fature world, they prove 
themselves ; and hold fast to thant of their own 
accord, without being exhorted so to do. In- 
deed, their clerical friends are so kind as to ex- 
press a great solicitude, to take, themselves, 
the trouble of holding fast the things of this 
world, tn trust, we presume, for their flocks. 
Thus we see a great incongruity. The people 
will not trust tothe ability and sincerity of cler- 
gymen in proving bargains, where their money 
is concerned. No. They will both prove the 
thing themselves, and after proving them will 
hold. fast to them. On the other band, the cler- 
eymen will prove. with the consent of the peo- 
ple, their spiritual good ; and are very willtng 





the people sheald hold fast that which ‘they pro- 
Pounce food, 


jut the money, the temporal 


paid for this business ; and of 
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cood, the clerzymen are notcontented with the 
inere proving thereof, but desire to hold fast 
Thos we see. that the clergv to 

our day, are more generons, and more willing 
by holding fast their n peer) 

for them, then were the apostles of Paul's day, 
expressed no desite to hold money frst. 
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only willing. but exoorted the 
veal! things, and bold fast that 


Althenech it may be unfashionsble, still we 
prefer Panl’s advice ; and like him, would ex. 
hort all to prove for themselyes; and, having 
proved to hold fast that which is good. Unless 
mankind will attend to this... they will ! 
to suffer from deception. Hos 
that fast. which is not only not worth the hbol- 
ding. but like the plagues of F cypt, will contin- 
ue to afiict the possessor! We say.*Prove all 
things.”” Take nothing on the evidence of an- 
other, who may be interested tr 
when you ca. yourselves examine into the bot- 
tom of the matter. 
which prndence must 
sanction, by securing profit and adva 
the recipient. flaving proved for yourselves, 
then hold fast that which experience pronounces 
good ; for experience is the sure 
ness the whole creation can afford. Our advices 
is backed by the authority of the apostle of the 
Gentiles, and ‘he was tau ght by revelation from 
heaven. 


vy absurd to held 


deceiving you; 


Surely this is the counsel 
approve, aod practice 
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WHAT SHALL WE DO? 
‘* Let us therefore fol! 

make for peace, and things wherewith one 

may edify another.” —Rom. xiv. 19, 

Panl, as usual with him, on this occasion as- 
signed a good reason for the determination he 
expressed to his brethren ; as follows :—*Th« 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
nghteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit 2? Wfmankind would take Panl’s advice. 
and ** follow after the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify an- 
other.” war and discord, and all the train of e- 
vils consequent upon war wouldcease. If man- 
kind woulkl believe that God's kinecdom is 
* righteousness, and pe: we, an ljov in the Ho- 
ly Spirit,’ : they would then vive the pi eferenc e 
to joy, over sorrow and grief; and mike peace 
their study. If mankind were 
far as to leara the righteousness of Christ, that 
is. to form acorrect estidtte of Chriets exam- 
ple, and believe Christ to be the imace of God, 
manifesting to the world God’s abundant merev, 
longsuffering. and troth, they could not refrain 
frora earnestly desiring to edi their fellows 
by increasing their faith in Christ, at by pre- 
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cept and exemple inculcating the humble doc- 
trine of Christ’s Gospel. Let this state of 
things beveme general, and pride and envy, the 
gicatest curses of the human fi mily, would he 
Lo more, he love of meney, the support of 
pride, and the cause of envy, the root of all evil. 
would be jer ever swallowed up in the love of 
ene apother. ‘* O that they were wise. that 
they understood this, that they would consider 
thor latter end.” : 


Gospel Herald. 





THE UNIVERSAL MONITOR, 


An Incinn being among bis whiie neighbers, 


arked fora little tobacco to smoke ; and one of 


them, having seme loose Lis pocket gare 
bim ahandiul, The following day,the Indian 
came back, inquiring fer the donor, saying he 
Lad fonnd a quarter of a dollar among the to- 
bacce.—— Seing told that as it was given him, he 
might as well keep tt, he answered, pointing to 
his breast,* TL gota good man, and @ bad man 
bere, and the good man say It amt mine; J 
tuustretorn it tothe owner; the bad man say, 
why he give it to you anditis your own now— 
the geod man say, that not right; the tobacco 
is yours, nol the mone y: the bad man say, ne- 
ver mind, you got it. go br iy scmhe draw 3 the 
good tian sey, bo, no, you must not doso ; so | 
don't tiets whatto de, and I think I goto sleep; 
but the good man and the bad man keep- talking 
ali night, and trouble me, and now | bring the 
sera, bay Woh! SEE ; 
other indian related, that having got some 
saab. he wes, op lis way home tempted to 
stop ala tavera and buy some roms; but, said 
he, pointing to his breast, * [ bave a good boy, 
and a bad boy here ; and the good boy say, 
John, don’t you stop there—the bad boy say, 
poh ! John, never mind, you love a good dram; 
the good boy say, no John, you know what foo! 
you made yourself, when you got drunk there 
before ; don’t doso again—When IT came to 
the tavern, the bad boy say, come John, take 
one dram: it won't hart you—the good boy 
savy, co John, if yon take one dram, then you 
tuke another—then | don’t know what to do ; 
and the good boy say, vun Joha, hard as you 
cun—so Iron away, andthen be sure, I feel 
very glad.” 

Irom the Universalist Magazine. 
Rev. Russet Scotts’ APPLICATION OF THE 
PARABLE OF THE “* SHEEP AND Goats.” 

he above named clereyman is amiulster 
of the High-Street Chapel, Portsmouth, 
England. As be is the first European 
writer whom Ihave known teapply the 


concluding parable in Mat, xxv. ta temporal 


| 
| 
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things exclu sinety, i bave thoug! t it proper 
to extract the fol aceon BF 4 for the M agaziues 
RIcHARDS. 


He was discoursing upen the Greek 
word diabclos, rendered Devil. and hael, 
therefore, intreduced, Mat. xxv. 46, fur 
discussion. 

“In explaining this passage, it will be 
Necessary tu Girect your atiention to the 
first verse of the preceding chapter, where 
itis said that * Jesus went outand departed 
from the temple, and his disciples came to 


| him, shewing him the buildings of the Tem- 


ple. And Je sus suid unto them, see ye not 
all these things? Verily, [say unto you, 
there shall not be left here one stone upon 
another that shall not be thrown down.’— 
He then went to the mount of Olives, ad- 


joining the city, and instructed his disci- 


nles concerning the signs of the times which 
would precede the destruction of the Tem- 
ple and the city, and the entire overthrow 
of the Jewish dispensation. ‘These intruc- 
trons are continued to the end of the Sist 
verse. He then changed his style of com- 


' munication, from the simple narration of 


factsto the allegorical mede of ieaching, 
This extends to chap. xxv. 30. What fol- 
lows appears to bea continuation of the 
same parabolical or allegorical mcthed of 
Instructing them concerning the transac. 
tions of that important, eventful and awful 
period. We have first the parable of the 
fig-tree and watchful servant, both ef them 
illustrative oi what Jesus had been advan- 


i cing ; ; and both et them enforcing the ne« 


cessity of their observing those signs of 
the times which he had ‘enumerated, that 
they, like the watchful servant, might be 
found ready to meet the events as they oc- 
curred. We then have the paral ble of the 
ten virgins, which tends to tae same point 
with the othertwo, Thisis succeeded by 
the parable of the talents, which was calcu- 
lated to instruct his disciples, that, it thev 
did net improve the great advantages which 
would be imparted bd them, for promuiga- 
ting the knowledge of the gospel; they 
would necessarily be treated as unprofita- 
ble servants, and becast into the outer 


| durkness, where there will be weeping aitd 


gnashing of the teeth. We then have that 
parabolical representation of which the pas- 
sage under consideration is a part, and 
which still further points out the reward of 
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all those who, during the interval, had en- 
couraged the gospel, and protected and 
kindly treated i*s persecuted friends : then 
follows the punishment ofall those who had 
wilfully neglected the gospel, and who had 
slighted, despised and rejected those of 
their neighbors and acquaintance who were 
the disciples of Jesus. The language of 
our Lord, tn the 31st verse, appears to be 
perfectly applicable to those calamitous and 
aff. cting occurrences which would preced > 
the final close of the Mosaic dispensation ; 
itis precisely the same as that used pro- 
fessedly in reference tothem ; ** When the 
Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels,” or messengers, * with 
him.” Thus also we read in chapter xvi. 
27, 28,** For the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels,” 
or fmessergers, ** and then he shail reward 
every man according tohis works. Verily, 
I sav unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death till they 
sce the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 
The apostle John, and most likely others 
of our Lord’s disciples, survived the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the consequent sub- 


version of the Jewish state, and the termin- | 
ation of the Mosaic dispensation, but not | 
In chap. 


the day of general retribution. 
xxiv. 30, we read, “ And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming 
on the clouds of heaven, with power and 


great glory.” This passage is expressly | 


applied by our Lord to the destruction of 
the Jewish «dispensation and nation. He 
uses similar expressions to the high priest, 
in reference to the same occurrences, chap. 
xxvi. 64: “ Jesus saith unto him, theu hast 
said ; nevertheless I say unto you, hereaf- 
ter ye shall see the Son of man, sitting on 
theright hand of power and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.” The language in chap. 
xxv. 31, therefore, is in every respect ap- 
plicabie to the destruction of Jerusalem.” 
** * & * * “There are some among 
you, no Ccoubt, who feel a reluctance to ad- 
nit such a limitation of this highly figura- 
ive discourse, and who consider the whole 
f it as relating to the general day of retri- 
ution. * * * * * There is a considera- 
‘on which strongly militates against the 
opinion of our Lord’s referring in this pas- 
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| sage to the day of general judgment or re~ 


tribution. Icis nut the generalconduct ot 


| the whole lives of the sheep, which is the 


ohject of reward in the parable. The re- 
ward is confined to the exercise of those 
virtues only, which led them to succour, to 
relieve and to protect, such disciples of 
Christ as they knew to be in sickness, or 
distress, or persecuted. It was, the exer- 
cise of particular virtues, towards a partic- 
ular class of men, and ina particular situa- 
tion. It was not the zeneral tenor of their 


conduct, in alithe relations and duties of 


. . . , c 
life, which was then to be the sul ject 0° in- 
vestigation ; it cannot, therefore, include 


| the future general day of judgment, or re- 


tribution, but refers to a reward for the dis- 
charge of certain specified and peculiar vir- 
tues, arising out of peculiar circumstances. 
The punishment awarded is considered on- 


ly as that ef certain specified parts of their 


conduct who were to be punished. They 
had neglected to practise certain virtues, 
which they ought to have practised towards 
those of their own nation; they had wil- 
fully omitted certain duties which, as men 
and as fellow worshippers of the same God, 
they ought to have exercised towards their 
own countrymen ; and for this part of their 
conduct, and no other, was their punish- 
ment assigned to them.” 

“In conclusion, [ would remark, that the 
terms everlasting aad eternal do not form 
any ohyection to the interpretation which 
has been submitted to you of this part of our 
Lord’s parabolical discourse as recorded ia 
Matthew, chapters xxiv. and xxvi. These 
expressions often refer to limited periods 
of time as when the apostle Paul, (1 Cor 
vil. 13,) says, “* Wherefore, if meat make 
my brother to offend, I will cat no flesh for- 
ever;” which, inthe common version 1s, 
“while the world standeth :” itis the same 
word that is joined with fire in Mat. xxv. 
41. Five is also used figuratively ; thus 
(1 Cor, ii. 15,) * If any man’s work shall 
be burned, he shall suffer loss, but he him- 
self shail be saved, yet so as by fire.” 

HEAVEN OUR HOME. 

In a world like this replete with cares, whose 
fountains send forth bitter waters, where thorns 
and briars spring up spontaneously in our path, 


| what could cheer our journey to the tomb, 


were it not for the blessed assurance—* In my 
: 
Father’s house are many mansions; | go to 
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prepare a place fer you.” — Not that earth is 
destitute of enjoyments—No ; we sre serroun- 
ded with innumerable blessings, 


ure, the soctal circle, the delightful vicissitudes | 


of day and night, and the variegated beauties of 
the seasons, all conspire to warm the heart, to 
exhilgrate the spirits, and to stimulate us to ac- 
tivity and asefulness. Butin the beight of our 
enjoyment, a voice from the anerring word of 
truth, sounds in our eavs—‘* Arise, depart ye, 
this is not your rest, for itis polluted.’ All 
that we possess, bears the impress of mortality. 
How precarious aboon is health!—we shrink 
betore the blast like the tender plant—the bea- 
ming lustre of the eye grows dim—the rose 
fades upon the cheek—strength becomes weak- 
ness, and the feeble form sinks npon its sickly 
couch. The draught of pleasure is often mix- 
ed with bitterness, and thorns are concealed be- 
neath the fairest rose ! Death, ** the foe to hu- 


Health, pleas- | 


4 


| 


Tho’ it be joyless, darksome and forlorn, 
Is yet but short, and soon our weary feet 
Will greet the peaceful inn of lasting rest.” 





The Syrran Woman.—King Louis 1X, during 
his unfortunate crusade, while remaining at A- 


"cre in Syria, sent an embassy to the sultan of 
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man happiness,” hurls indiscriminately his fatal | 


darts, and our friends, the choisest blessings 
leut by heaven to man, are torn suddenly from 
our bleeding bosoms, and hidden from us forev 

er, in the damp and cheerless dwelling of the 
dead. Affection, however strong, cannot se- 
cure, and physicians, however skilful, cannot 
save their seat at the social fireside and the 
cheerful board. and we no longer greet them in 
the moonlight walk. 

But should it be otherwise ; should the grim 
messenger not be commissioned to arrest our 
beloved connexions; should al! our pleasures be 
unalloyed, and gaiety and health attend on ev- 
ery step—still, still ourselves are mortal. This 
fair fabric, this dwelling of the immortal mind, 
«* must be dissolved and fall’— earth, with all 
its possessions will recede from our view, and 
the vast ocean of eternal existence present it- 
self before us. At such an hour as this, what 
shall support the sinking spirit but the hope of 
a glorious immortality ! 

‘** The good man’s hope is laid far beyond 

the sway of tempests, or the furious sweep 

Of mortal desolation. ‘The pretty joys 

Of fleeting life indignantly it spurn’d 

And rested on the bosom of its God. 

This is man’s only reasonable hope ; 

And ’tis a hope, which, cherish‘d inthe breast, 

Shall not be disappointed.” 

. How deluded those who seek for happiness 
from earth alone ; whose chief treasure consists 
in materials so imperfect, so unsound !—How 
wise, how important to pursue the paths of pr- 
ery and virtue, andsecure betimes a title to an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled. and that 
faceth not away. Then may we experience 


the sweet assurance, that 
“ our journey here, 
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Damascus.—Brother Yves, a Jacobin monk was 
at the hermitage, and related, on his return, 
(according to Jesuit’s report) wonderful things, 
respecting his journey, of which the following 
is one. 

‘* Ina desert, says he, | met an old woman 
of small stature : In one hand she held a pitch- 
er fullof water, in the other a chafing dish 
with red hot coals. Quick as lightning she has- 
tened past me. [ turned quickly round and 
called to her, Woman! what are you going to 
do with those coals and that water? * What om 
I going to do?’ said she, * With the coals I in- 
terd to set fire to Paradise, and with the water 
to extinguish the flames of hell! ‘ But why so 
bold a deed cried |.’ ‘ In order,’ replied she, 
‘that man may no longer do good for, the sake 


_ of reward alone, nor refrain from evil for fear 


of punishment.’ 





THE PROPHETIC DEW-DROPS. 

A delicate child, pale and prematurely wise, 
was complaining,on a hot morning,that the poor 
dew-drops-had. been too hastily snatched away, 
and not allowed to glitter on the flowers, like 
other happier dew drops, that live the whole 
day through, and sparkle in the moonlight, and 
through the morning onwards to noon-day. 
‘+ Thesun,”’ said the child, ** has chased them 
away in his wrath.”’ Soon after came rain, and 
a rain-bow : where upon his father pointedup- 


| wards, ‘* see,” said he, ** there stand thy dew 
| drops gloriously reset, a. ghitering jewelry in 
the 


clownish foot tramples 
By this, my child, thau art 


heavens; the 
on them no more. 


taught, that what withers on earth blooms again 


in heaven,” Thus the father spoke, and knew 
not that he spoke prefiguring words ; soon af~ 
ter the delicate child, with the morning bright- 


ness of his early wisdom, was exhaled, like a 


dew-drop, into heaven. 





CHARITY. 

Among the graces that adorn the christian 
character, that of charity has ever been deemed 
the brightest, the purest, the best. It isa gem 
of the first water ; no clouds can obscure iti—no 
rude hands sully its purity. Its sister graces 
dwindle away in its presence, and,in the hour 
ol expiring nature, it remains the only solitary 
companion of the departed one, that sustains un- 
moved, the shock of death. Indeed it may be 
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termed in an eminent degree, the most distio- 
guishing characteristic of Christianity, the Al- 
pia and Omega of all religious trut: It re- 
ceived its birth in the bosom of divine benevo- 
lence, and was fostered under the begmings of 
the Sun of righteousness. 
of truth uttered some of its counsels, charity 
was the theme, the subject upon which was !a- 
vished divine eloquence, And wherever this 
heaven born spirit has found its way, there it 
hath diffused the breath of Paradise, shedding 
around the blessings of Providenee, and pro- 
claimed a Jubilee to the sonsand daughters of 
misfortune,—sias, Mir. 
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repTrTry. 
~~ COMPLAINTS OF THE POOR. 
BY ROBERT @CUTHEY. 


And wherefore do the poor complain? 
The rich man asked of me ; 

ome walk abroad with me, said I, 
And | will answer thee. 


> 
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*T was evening, and the frozen streets 
Were cheerless to behold ; 

And we were wrapt and coated well, 
But yet, we felt the cold, 


We met an old bare-headed man, 
His locks were few and white, 

I ask’d him what he did abroad, 
In that cold winter night. 


’T was bitter keen, indeed, he said, 
But at home no fire had he ; 

And, therefore, he had come abroad, 
To ask for charity. 


We meta young bare-footed child, 
And she begged loud ane bold ; 

Jask’d her what she did abroad, 
When the wind it blew se cold, 


She said her father was at home, 
Aod he lay sick in bed ; 

And therefore, was :t she was sent 
Abroad to beg for bread. 


We saw a woman sitting down 
Upon a stone to rest ; 

She had a baby at her back, 
Another at her breast, 


I ask’d her why she loiter’d there ; 
When the wind it was sochill ; 

She turn’d her ead, and bade the child, 
That screamed behind, be still. 


And when the lips | 


en 


SS es metage = 
— 


we 





— ee 
———————————— ~— 








| sire to obtain J -sus that they offered 
| thirty pieces of silver. 


She told us, that her husband sery’d 
A soldier, far away ; 

And, therefore, to ber parish, she 
Was begging back ber way. 


We met a girl ; her dress was loose, 
And sunken was her eye, 

Who, with the wanton’s hollow voice, 
Address’d the passers by, 


I ask’d her what there was in guilt, 
That could her heart allure, 

To shame, disease and late remorse, 
She answer’d she was poor. 


1 turn’d meto the rich man then, 
For silently stood he ; 

You ask’d me why the poor complain, 
And these have answer'd thee. 


—_- —— 


200 DOLLARS REWARD. 


This round sum of the love of which is the 
root of all evil, has lately been offered in this 
village by a Keverend Clergyman,a missionary 
of the Baptist connexion fo any one who will 


produce a passage of scripture which  dis- 
tinctly asserts that sprinkling of infants 
is a gospel ordinance. We are at 


some loss to understand the real import of this 
grand proposition, but it appears to be a kind 
of defiance against the authority of the Presby- 
terians to practice this mode of baptism. But 
be the import of the proposition what it may, 
we warn every one against being enticed by this 
tempting bait to traffic in and make merchandize 
ofthe ward of God. The word of Ged ts free, 
therefore it would be a most wicked speculation 
to sell passages of scripture for Cush. 

A certain set of people ot old, had such a de- 
for bin 
Query. Can it bea 
similar desire for the above paseage of scripture 


; which has produced for it such a brilliant of- 


fer??? 





The Editor of the Examiner design# to preach 
in Oxford village on the fourth Sabbath in 
August. 
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Editor, to whom letters and communictions, pos- 


! tage paid, are to be directed. 
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